
 
 
 
Open Call: Artist Commission at SPACE  
 
Application deadline: Tuesday 30 April 2019, midnight 
 
SPACE invites artists to submit a proposal for a new project to be made in 
dialogue with older people based in Ilford. The commission will include activity 
with which older people can engage and will inform a commissioned solo 
exhibition as part of SPACE’s exhibition programme. This community-focused 
project is suitable for an artist with experience developing participatory and 
socially engaged art projects with older people. The commission will be the 
first exhibition at the new SPACE Ilford gallery, based in the Redbridge Town 
Hall. We are looking for a project which will attract a wide range of visitors. 
This project is part of a three-year programme supported by Mercers’ 
Charitable Foundation.  
 
Project dates: June to Dec 2019 (including exhibition) 
Artist fees: up to 15 days for activity with older people at £200 per day (total 
maximum fee £3,000) and exhibition artist fee of £1,500.  
Working days: Weekly ½ day leading activity for older people over a three 
month period, flexible working days and hours for planning and for making the 
exhibition (exhibition duration for a minimum of 2 months). 
Additional budget: £1,500 for activity planning and materials; £7,000 for 
exhibition production and materials. 
Reports to: Exhibitions Curator  
 
About SPACE 
 
SPACE is a leading arts organisation and artists studio provider. Our vision is 
to provide space, resources and platforms for professional visual artists to 
develop their creative practice, enabling them to make innovative and 
ambitious work.  
 
Established by artists in 1968 and dedicated primarily to supporting artists in 
London, SPACE provides 800 artists and micro-businesses with affordable 
studios and a further 700 annually with professional development support. 
Additionally, SPACE engages 22,000 people annually though dynamic public 
programmes including artist commissions, exhibitions, residencies, events, 
workshops and learning projects. 
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About the SPACE Commissions and Exhibitions Programme 
 
Launched in 2015, the Artist Commissions Programme champions emerging 
practice and experimental artist-led initiatives that encourage exchange 
between the gallery and our surrounding neighbourhood (currently London’s 
east end borough of Hackney and moving further east to Ilford in summer 
2019). During the commissioning process, the artists utilise varied research 
methods and approaches for making, including socially engaged practices 
and collaborations with community members and organisations. In addition to 
their gallery exhibitions, the artists’ commissions often result in contextual 
works displayed publicly. While maintaining rigorous, challenging content, 
these attentive, engaging practices offer the opportunity for new encounters 
between artist, site, artwork and the public. SPACE works closely with four 
artists or collectives each year to commission new works. This is the first open 
call.  
 
The Commissions and Exhibitions Programme includes curatorial mentoring 
and logistical support to create a solo gallery exhibition and off-site 
interventions that are complimented and further contextualised by 
commissioned writing, a video portrait and an accompanying series of public 
events.  
 
The following community members, groups and organisations have been 
involved in the creation of past projects with SPACE: Hackney Archives, 
Hackney Museum, Hackney Citizen, Yeast and e5 bakeries, St Joseph’s 
Hospice and Xenia (a women’s friendship language exchange project).  
 
More information on the SPACE Commissions and Exhibition Programme and 
the artists can be found here: 
http://www.spacestudios.org.uk/exhibition-programmes/ 
 
About this Open Call Commission 
 
SPACE invites artists to submit a proposal for a programme of artistic activity 
to be made in dialogue with a maximum of 30 older people local to the Ilford 
area, aged 65+. The commission will include artist-led activity with which older 
people can engage. The artist-led activity can include workshops but it is not 
limited to this format. All proposals will be considered as long as the activities 
are conceived with a sensitivity to the inclusion of older people. The resulting 
commissioned solo exhibition is not bound to representing the outcome from 
the activity with older people, but the collaboration and activity will inform the 
research for the commissioned exhibition.  
 
A small group of older people will be involved in the process of selecting the 
artist to lead the project. Once the artist and activity is selected the interested 
older participants will be brought together through SPACE’s Ilford community 
partners. For general information, Ilford has a higher-than-average proportion 
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of older adults for London. This outer east London borough is one of the most 
ethnically diverse local authorities in the UK. Respondents to the 2011 census 
stated that 34% were born outside the UK and 65.5% identified as belonging 
to an ethnic group other than white British, with most from India, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh. Redbridge has the sixth lowest proportion of white 
British residents in the UK, who make up 34.5% of the population. The 
borough is low on cultural provision and SPACE will be the first public 
contemporary art space.  
 
Objectives for the commission 
 

● to be relevant to Ilford and the area surrounding the borough of 
Redbridge, as well as to SPACE artists and audiences 

● to attract new and diverse audiences 
● to offer activities for older people that enable learning, sharing of skills 

and knowledge across generations 
● to pilot a model of working collaboratively with older people and strive 

to increase a sense of community belonging, resulting in a more 
positive outlook on life 

 
  
Key tasks and responsibilities  
 
Programme planning and delivery 

● plan and develop weekly activity for older people (up to 15 sessions)  
● closely monitor the project’s budget with the Exhibitions Curator 
● organise and purchase materials for the activity where appropriate 
● work closely with the Exhibitions Curator and Evaluator to produce a 

final report, including collecting qualitative and quantitative data from all 
participants  

● organise with Exhibitions Curator to ensure there is ample 
documentation of the activity  

● ensure that health and safety, safeguarding and equal opportunities 
policies and procedures are adhered to  

 
Exhibition planning and delivery 

● research and produce a solo exhibition that is informed by the 
collaborative research with older people, yet is not merely 
documentation and representation of the activity  

● as the first project to launch the new gallery in Ilford it must appeal and 
inspire wide audiences 

● work closely with the Exhibitions Curator to create an audience 
engagement plan 

● closely monitor the exhibition budget with the Exhibitions Curator 
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Person specification 
This community-focused project is suitable for an artist with experience 
developing participatory and socially engaged art projects. SPACE 
encourages applications from a broad range of communities and industries, 
especially those who are under-represented in the cultural sector. We are 
committed to creating equal opportunities that are accessible and welcome to 
all. SPACE recognises that there is a lack of diversity in artists who benefit 
from artist development opportunities. We welcome applications from minority 
ethnic, disabled, LGBTQI+ and trans artists, who are underrepresented within 
our commissions programme. This opportunity is open to emerging artists 
including: individual artists, collaborative groups or collectives who have not 
previously had a substantial solo exhibition in London and do not have a 
forthcoming solo exhibition in London. The term ‘emerging artist’ includes the 
self-identified emerging artist or emerging practice and/or experimental 
artist-led initiative. There is no age limit for applicants and the call is open to 
all emerging artists regardless of their ‘official’ qualifications. 
 
Essential 

● excellent quality of art practice 
● genuine desire to work with older people and awareness of the issues 

that inhibit or prevent their access to art  
● prior experience of working in a public or community context  
● excellent communication and organisational skills 
● awareness of safeguarding specific to older people  

 
Desirable 

● DBS checked 
 
Application details* 

  
Part I 

● 500 word statement outlining your proposed activity for working 
collaboratively with older people, including how the activity will unfold 
over 15 weeks  

● images and descriptions of two relevant projects (max 2 pages) 
● 500 word statement outlining your proposed exhibition  
● 1 page CV including your website link and 2 references 

 
Part II 

● a shortlisted selection of artists will be contacted for an in-person studio 
visit 

 
* We advise that applicants take note of the objective and description of the commission.  
 
Please submit your application as a single PDF by email to 
exhibitions@spacestudios.org.uk by Tuesday 30 April 2019, midnight. 
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